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ttlement Workers in the noiulu Slums
H. M. AYRES

one-hal- f of the world may be spirited away to the Isle ofsorrows u.uld she reveal her afriie-impl- e

ailment that ation. It is
little
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doesn't know

Equally true

0ther halt"

also doesn't

care and attention would quiekiv
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win seek her out and see that site re-
ceives proper attention until her trouble
is over.

On a dilapidated inattress in anotherroom a child turns from side to side
restlessly. His brow is fevered and aglance at his body shows only too plain-
ly that he is suffering from scarlet
fever. His mother watches bv his side

mtly enough iu Honolulu,
ife here, however, is sur- -

along' pie

Tenement
jouBded by ail the sorrow, hardship,

miserv and sin which mark it in every
citv of size the wide world ever.

and a couple of other children p!av at
marbles on the floor. There is no niedi- -

lonolulu's tenementPalama is ais-jcm- e m the room, tor the mother is vervP
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trict ind in hundreds of cubbv-hole- s I'"r :uul tue father is dead. To this
of ,tuffv. ill Milling rooms alov the ,

"iil come a sweet-face- d lady
. J with healing ,n her touch and voice.

Mwy street a tnousaud cdnldren arean.l the little sufferer will soon be r- -
in an atmosphere eeiving the best of medical attentionbeing dragged up

reeking with filth and immorality, by!"""'1'''1 the mother will be supplied witit
parents who long ago were forced by!' cur" an.i otoer neeessar.es.

, . I he tenement dwellers are, with one
stress ot crcumstanees to the lament- - leftexception, severely alone. Theirs
able conclusion that life is hardly worth , are dreary days and lurid nights,
the candle. Drinking, cursing, gambling and fight- -

In these tenement rooms all sorts and inS ? the tal of the tenements, and
. ! occasionally a room is raided or the' onditions and nationalities ot men, .s police are called to arrest a brutal wite- -

and children make their homes.women beater or some other breaker of the
There may be found the native steve-- 1 law. And the children witness it all.
dore, with his wife and brown babies, listen to the cursing, and stare at sights
living cheek bv jowl with a Japanese whlch wo!ll,11 mak,e .adlllts blusib ia

opefi-mouthe- wonder!daughter of the town. There mav be

THE PROPOSED PALAMA SETTLEMENT BUILDING.

Those WIi0 Cre--seen a flaxen-haire- couple, children of
the Little Father, sharing the floor with i The one exception, mentioned above,
t Chinese opium-smoke- r and a blear-- j are the workers of the Palama Settle-eye- d

American beachcomber. And in ment who go about among the slums
and out of the rooms at all hours of and becomiug aware of eases of unusual
the day and night run and play a score ' misery and suffering extend what prae-o- f

childreu belonging to other dwelled j tieal 'help they are aide to. That the
in that particular tenement. j Settlement has been a godsend to the

In summer the air of the tenements district there is no denying. It has
is unbearable for grownup persons, let j been responsible for setting many a
alone the babies, who constantly come, j young man's footsteps in the right path
and who, thanks to their unhealthy en- - land has made thousands of self-relian-

munity. The chapel was deeded to Cen-
tral Union Church, which assumed re
sponsibility for the work. The social
conditions at the time the chapel was
built were far different from what they
are todav. There were then no frame

I

An Eleemosynary Corporation.
July last saw the Settlement incor-

porated as an eleemosynary association,
unsecta'rian and independent of

any church. According to the laws of
the Settlement, the objects toward
which .the association intends to direct
its efforts are, in general, all and every
variety of eleemosynary work; in part,
but not exclusively, instruction of the
pc or and ignoiant in sanitary living,
including the care of children; the
making and, using of w holesome food,
general rules of cleanliness, nursing,
care of the sick and general dispensary
work, maintenance, care and leasing out
of model dwellings and tenements;
night school, kindergarten, gymnasium.,
healthful athletics and every variety of
wholesome entertainment, with the end
in view of affording recreation to those
who may be more or less deprived
thereof.

The officeTS for the present year are
as follows: President. John K. Gait;
vice-presiden- t, W. F. Dillingham; sec-

retary, George P. Denison; treasurer,
James A. Rath; auditor, Richard livers.

The Work of Today.
The kindergarten, which has been

maintained throughout the year by the
Free Kindergarten and Children's Aid
Association of Hawaii, is more largely
attended than ever before, and one has
only to be present at one of the classes
to be convinced of the excellent werk
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popularity. The Settlement has been
responsible for developing a good deal
of musical talent among the youth of
the district.

Nursing the Sick.
The records of the nursing depart-

ment speak plainly of the great benefit
which, this department is to the poor of
the neighborhood. Scarlet fever, in-

fected eyes, ulcerated. legs, tuberculosis
and the simpler pains 'and aches are all
cared for by the Settlement nurses, and
well and professionally cared for at
that.

The work of supplying pure mUk to
babies has been carried on throughout
the year. In spite of the good results,
however, it was felt unwise to continue
the supply of modified milk. It was
found that mothers were coining to de-

pend on the depot, and in consequence
were not learning how to feed their
babies. It was decided to supply the
juire milk and teach hone modification.
This system was introduced last April,
and appears to be working well.- -

The White Plague.

Two phases of the antituberculosis
campaign are handled at the Settle-
ment the day camp and visiting nurs-
ing. The city has been divided into
seven districts and a nurse placed in
each district, the nurses working from
a dispensary center. In this way it is
hoped that not only tuberculosis, but
other diseases also, will be discovered
and effectually eradicated.

The day camp is situated on a piece
of land between Asylum road and Ban-
yan street. It is near the tenement sec-

tion of the city, where tuberculosis is
doing its dealiest work and where help
is needed most. Patients arrive at the

difficulty in renting tiie cottages, ten of
which are used by families, while two
are used as dormitories for young men,
the six dormitory rooms previously hav-
ing proved insufficient to meet the de-
mand.

Up Against It!
The Settlement isj up against it for

space, and up against it badly. The
present buildings are old and rotten
and totally inadequate to meet existing

eeds which are ever becoming more
imperious. The dispensary is a 10x12
room and the class rooms are nearly
always overcrowded.

When Superintendent Eath went to
the helm five years ago the mission
cous'sted of one building on King street
and the work of the mission reached
about 130 people. Today about nine
hundred come into touch "with the set-
tlement work every week, most of them
regularly, and the number is increas-
ing steadily.

The Future.
In order that the good work may

go on and that no halt may have to
be called great things in "equipment
and endowment are planned.

If is proposed to build a general ad-
ministration hall which shall contain
the dispensary, and provide the class
and club rooms, library and office. It
is also planned to convert the present
chapel building into a reading and re-
creation room and to (build a workers'
cottage. An effort will also be made
to purchase the land adjoining the set-
tlement which will be used as a play-
ground and for the erection of cottages.
It is estimated that $35,000 will be
needed to effect Ihese things.

The endowment scheme contemplates
rhe purchase of cottages leased at.pres-ent- .

with additions, and the purchase
of a tenement adjoining the settlement.
The rental from cottages and dormi-
tories thus obtained would give the
settlement an annual income of 3600.
The cost is estimated at $40,000.

Ways and Means.
Seventy-fiv- e thousand dollars are

therefore needed and of this amount
$7oim) has already been promisd by two
individuals.

The Settlement has to rely on dona-
tions in large measure for its support,
for the membership fees have, of course,
to he kept verv low. Bovs pav from

i being done among the tots. Here may
i be seen Japanese, Chinese, Korean,
1'orto Kican, Russian, Hawaiian, Por-- j

tuguese and children of several other
, nationalities doing those wonderful ex-

ercises which delighted our childhood's
days.

The evening classes have reachedSOME OF THOSE THE PALAMA SETTLEMENT ASSISTS.
their high-wate- r mark this month, theicaiup at eight o'clock in the morning

rindependent men and women, who. had
they been left to themselves, would
probably, in the great majority of cases,
have amounted to less than nothing,
and who are today good citizens. .

"An ounce of pieveution is better
than a pound of cure.' is the motto of
the Palama Settlement and all its work 4

vironment, almost as constantly go.
Slops are dumped indiscriminately
around and under the houses, particu-

larly by the orientals, who know little
and care less about the laws of sanita-
tion, and the stench resulting makes
one wonder why Honolulu doesn't have
an epidemic more frequently than she
does.

Many of the tenement, dwellers are
victims of hard circumstances and are
there because they are too poor to re-

side anywhere else. They jkeep their
poor rooms clean and tidy, and gen-
erally have, a fern or potted plant or
two to remind them of the garden they
onee owned, or. mavbe. one day hop

is planned accordingly. Its policy is
I niHtrt'liiriniw u n 1 nnnseetarinn firiil nunp

tenements, cottages ' standing where
those now are, the people occupying
them being Hawaiians, part Hawaiians
and a sprinkling of haoles and Chinese.

The chapel was built for religious
worship, but from the first the social
side of the neighboihood was recog-
nized and cared for. The work steadily
grew until the epidemic of plague and
fire of lOit-lilOO- , when it was discon-
tinued entirely for a while.

I'pon the return of normal health
conditions, Palama became a changed
neighborhood. Tenements sprang up
like mushrooms. Homestead lots were
purchased or leased, and frame tene-
ments erected, bringing with them new
problems, which the mission tried to
cope with.

In 1905 the supervision of the work
was transferred from the Central Union
Church to the board of the Hawaiian
Evangelical Association, the church,
continuing to contribute toward the
pastor's salary.

This was the vear when J. A. Rath.

is too poor or too humble to be admh-te- d

to its clubs or to share its other
privileges. Nor does the Settlement
wait for the poor, needy, dispirited and
unfortunate to come to its doors with
their tales of misery and woe. Its
workers go out info the highways and t'y-- 'l

to own when their fortunes mend. A , hedges, as did One of old, and bid them XT'
I

."0 cents to $1.00 a yer and girls the
same. Educational classes are extra. iXo
one is too young or too old to become

I a member of the Settlement- and neither
j odor, race nor creed are taken into ac- -

count. N
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JLITTLE SISTEE OF THE POOR.

great many more, however, have sunk
so low in the social scale that they
don't care where they live or sleep.
Victims of drink or drugs, they drag
ont their besotted lives in the tene-
ments lives punctuated by occasional
periods spent in jail ami round them
live, sleep and play the children!

It is in the tenements that the real
tragedy of life is written. There thi
ttntian,ed babies see the light, and ther
the erring mother views life stripped
of its glamor, music and light pain-
ful and ordid while in the street be-

low tiie world of "don't know and
don't care" moves along in its own
selfish wav.

The friendless, the forlorn and the
"deserted seek refuge in the tenement;
likewise tin- criminal and i he hider from

come in. there are eiotues ior uie
naked, food for the starving, clubs for
the young men and women and classes
and kindergartens for the babies, and
everywhere moves the spirit of broth-
erly love and of true Christian helpful-
ness.

The work of the Settlement has grown
and grown until today it can, despite
crving need, grow no more. The build-
ings and accommodations are taxed to
the uttermost and still the cry goes up
from the hot, i ! I smell i ng tenements:
"Help our babies. Help us" And
the pitiful thing is that there can be
no more help extended. The work of
the Settlement up to date has increased
to half as much again as was being
done at the close of the last school

year. This in it-e- if is eloquent testi- -

the present superintendent, arrived -

from Springfield, Massachusetts, at the total enrollment being close on to three
instance of Dr. Doremus Scudder and hundred. Instruction is given in Eng-too- k

charge of the work of the mission. lish. grammar, geography, history and
Mr. Hath is a Britisher, having been arithmetic.
born in India. He has been engaged The girls have a sewing class, which
in slum work for nearly twerty years is well attended and which has been of

indeed, he has made it a life study. ' help to many who are now earning ar.
Broad-minde- d to a degree and wonder- - honest livelihood with their needles.

Last year $4200 were contributed to-
ward the support of the Settlement by
people living in the Palama neighbor-
hood.

So broad-minde- a man is Mir. Eath
that he encourages friendly bouts with
the gloves in the gymnasium and he in-
tends, as soon as he can see his way
clear to do so, to instal billiard and
pools tables in the game room.

"If you want to keep a fellow off
the streets and away from the
saloons,'- says Path," "you've got to
make it an object to him to come to
your place. And in this, as in a gnod
many other things connected with set-
tlement work Rath appears to be dead
right.

in the near future a son of Hawaii,
in the person of Spencer W. Bowen,
an old Punahou boy, will arrive from
Olierlin University to become assoc'ate
head worker at the Settlement and to
take charge of the work among the men
and bovs.

making classes andwell versed in all appertaining to There are also drfu!

and leave at five o'clock in the after-
noon. A trained nurse is in attendance
at the camp.

An employment bureau is maintained
in connection with the Settlement,
which found work for many during the
past year.

Cottages and Dormitories.
Sixteen cottages adjoining the Set-

tlement and formerly tenanted hyan
undesirable das of people- have been
leased from the Hawaiian Land and
Improvement Company. These cottages
weie at one time a menace to the health
anil morals of' the community. They
were taken over by the company men-
tioned above, and after being renovated
and made sanitarv were leased to the
Settlement. There has never been anv

justice. They come and go fheir sepa- - j,1()llv to tiie great part wuicn me
rate wiv-- . ai-- the st'irv ot many oi

huniiin nature, Mr. Path has achieved a model housekeeping class, where girls
lemarkable results among fhe "suii- - leain practical housekeeping in a cot-merg-

tenth" wherever he has labored tage, all the way from sweeping a floor
among them. to cooking a dinner.

Yheh Path took hold, many of the There are also classes in music' and
old clubs and classes were revived and the Settlement orchestra has itnerested
others organized. Gradually various many young people of the neighborbod.
activities were introduced and main- - Body Building.

llement s nlaving in ameliorating su,iu
them no man mav know.

On a duty laiihala mat lies an old
native woman, with running sores on

coad.tions iu Palama.
The Earlier Work.

The Palatini Settlement w:,a founded
in Wti',, Palama chapel being the gift
of Mr. and .Mrs. P. C. Jones to the com- -

afraid to go to a doc- - ,

tor. accoa nt of her b;:not icn on tamed, and in order to meet the ncinis
of the growing work additional build-
ings had to le leased.

-- he is afraid that she

I-

m
it
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poor as 1

The, new- - gymnasium building has
1 e ii an added- - attraction to the boys
and young men of the neighborhood.
The recent enrollment was much larger
than heietofore. and the interest mani-
fested in the work of the clubs-ha- s

1 een wry encouraging. The program
for the year includes indoor gymnasium
contests, swimming races, indoor base-
ball series, track and field events and
an outing to the Peninsula. The gym-
nasium is well equipped with modern
apparatus, including swimming tank. Ml j!

Unprecedented Growth.

la 1 h H) tiie name of the institution
was changed from ''Palama Chapel''
to " Palama Settlement." It had grown
so considerably that the old name wa.3
r,o longer indicative of the larger work'
being done.

To me.-- t a crying need a trained
nuise was engaged. Then others had j

to be added, and in li''S the nursing
work was thoroughly organized. At
present nine nurses are .employed and;
six dispensaries maintained and op- -

crated in different part-- - of the city.
Pv.n- milk depots were also established
to help the nurses in their work among
the babies. j

In March. 10"9. the Hawaiian board j

transferred the supervision of the work
to a committee compose 1 of the fob j

bowling alley and indoor baseball . 1 i i -
j

moi.d. j

Three gvmnasiun: clubs among the:
womoi! and cirls are maintained, ami '

ail tinee show a steadily en- -

roiiniei.r and interest.
The Social Side. i

Tii? library and r'iid".r.g-ion:- n cater i

in p;,:t to the social side of Settlement j

life. The library, which is open but j

one afternoon a week, bas been better
patTonizod of late than ever before, j

Tiie books are not. however, of a very
extensive variety, and there is need of j

suitable additions to this part of the I

--jjr - u.

5 $ v,
lowiu ' J. K. Cult. A. Gnrtiev. A.
Castle. W. F. Dillingham, W. W. Hall,
Dr. W. D Pablwin and Dr Doremus
Sciobler. As soon ns this step was
taken the Settlement experienced an
un precedented growth.

In April of this year a tuberculosis
day camn was opened and has already
done excellent work.

tit O
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work. A variety"of eames are played
in connection with the reading-room- .

F.ntertainments are held regularly.
tnd t atfendam-- testifies to the; TYPICAL HONOLULU TENEMENT.OPENAIE KlAitrKOUNDS.
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